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A Preface – 20 Years Later 
 
 

“From now on in America, any definition of a successful life must include serving others.” 
George H. W. Bush – June 22, 1989 

 
President Barack Obama will hold a Presidential Forum on Service hosted by former President George H. 
W. Bush and the Points of Light Institute at Texas A&M University on October 16th, 2009.   
 
President Obama’s address on service at the site of the George Bush Presidential Library and Museum 
recognizes the momentum in America behind service and volunteering today and its roots in the Points 
of Light movement.  The enormous advances in this critical dimension of American life began 20 years 
ago under the leadership of President George H.W. Bush and his vision of a “thousand Points of Light” 
and have grown through the leadership of Presidents William J. Clinton and George W. Bush.  President 
Obama’s own commitment to service, volunteering and civic engagement is central to his presidency.        
 
The service movement in America today is experiencing a moment of transcendence driven by 
demographics, demand and idealism.  Points of Light – as a movement, an organization, and an ideal – is 
as important today as it was 20 years ago as our nation confronts challenges in the economy, education, 
the environment, and health care and wellness.  President Obama’s call to service and for a new 
foundation for growth coupled with Congressional leadership demonstrate the remarkable bi‐partisan 
support for civic engagement, service and volunteer action as keys to solving entrenched problems, and 
to a healthy democracy. 
 
What has changed in the last two decades is noteworthy:  the percent of Americans volunteering has 
surged; the percent of teen volunteers has doubled; the percent of 45 to 65 year‐olds serving youth has 
doubled; the business support for employee volunteering has become commonplace; high school 
service learning has become the norm; service on college campuses has become standard; and the 
number of older Americans engaged in service has risen 50% after a long period of quiet.   
 
This President’s Report to the Nation, released by President Bush ten days before he left office in 
January 1993, describes how this work became a cornerstone legacy of his presidency.  It contains a 
letter from the President to the nation dated January 8th, 1993; a description of the President’s national 
strategy, how it was implemented and the milestones along the way; the missions, individual strategies, 
programs, and leaders of four institutions created to carry out the work then and into the future; how 
the President spoke about what he believed was most important; and the stories of the 1,020 Daily 
Points of Light he recognized from the White House over four years and some of their reflections.     
 
Now a new Points of Light organization – the Points of Light Institute – is ready for the next 20 years 
uniting President Bush’s vision of service as central to people’s lives with President Obama’s vision of 
service as central to our nation’s priorities.   
 
I was deeply honored to work for President Bush during his presidency on something so fundamental to 
our country’s greatness and important to its future. 
 
 
 
 

C. Gregg Petersmeyer 
Former Assistant to the President and 

Director of the White House Office of National Service 

PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddNumbers
        
     Range: From page 2 to page 50
     Font: Helvetica 9.0 point
     Origin: bottom centre
     Offset: horizontal 18.00 points, vertical 18.00 points
     Prefix text: 'ThePointsofLightMovementPresident’sReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46'
     Suffix text: ''
     Use registration colour: no
      

        
     
     BC
     ThePointsofLightMovementPresident’sReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46
     2
     H
     1
     1
     469
     252
     0
     9.0000
            
                
         Both
         49
         2
         SubDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     18.0000
     18.0000
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     1
     50
     49
     49
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   DelPageNumbers
        
     Range: all pages
      

        
     1
     480
     359
            
                
         AllDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     4
     50
     49
     50
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddNumbers
        
     Range: From page 2 to page 50
     Font: Helvetica 9.0 point
     Origin: bottom right
     Offset: horizontal 18.00 points, vertical 18.00 points
     Prefix text: 'ThePointsofLightMovementPresident’sReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46'
     Suffix text: ''
     Use registration colour: no
      

        
     
     BR
     ThePointsofLightMovementPresident’sReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46
     2
     H
     1
     1
     469
     252
     0
     9.0000
            
                
         Both
         49
         2
         SubDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     18.0000
     18.0000
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     1
     50
     49
     49
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   DelPageNumbers
        
     Range: all pages
      

        
     1
     480
     359
            
                
         AllDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     1
     50
     49
     50
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddNumbers
        
     Range: From page 2 to page 50
     Font: Helvetica 6.0 point
     Origin: bottom centre
     Offset: horizontal 0.00 points, vertical 18.00 points
     Prefix text: 'PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46'
     Suffix text: ''
     Use registration colour: no
      

        
     
     BC
     PointsofLightReport-Rereleased10-16-09Part1-pp1-46
     2
     H
     1
     1
     469
     252
    
     0
     6.0000
            
                
         Both
         49
         2
         SubDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0.0000
     18.0000
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     1
     50
     49
     49
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



